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Massacre survivors heard
the terrifed screams of the
women – then came silence

From their hiding place in a garbage
pile, the three brothers heard women
screaming until the voices became
weak and gave way to silence.
They could hear men’s voices also,

shouting abusive oaths laden with sec-
tarian menace.
“Rafidha” was the most commonly

used, said one of the three men, Ismael
Mohammad Mardan, 50. It is a word
reserved by Sunni extremists for the
supposed “rejectionists” of Shia Islam.
The fighters of the Islamic State of

Iraq and al-Sham (Isis) arrived at the
Shia village of Bashir, just south of the
Kurdish-held frontlines near Kirkuk,
early. By 8am, half the villagewas over-
run.
Kurdish peshmerga forces and local

policearrivedand tried topushback the
militants. But the attackers, mostly for-
eign fighters, were highly organised,
said locals. They advanced inUS-made
armouredHumvees, captured from the
Iraqi army and mounted with heavy
machineguns, firing from behind their
open doors.
By lunchtime on June 16, Bashir was

entirely in the hands of Isis. Twenty
seven people, including women and
children, were captured. What
followed, Kurdish officials and village
inhabitants say, was a massacre.
“The world needs to know what was

done,” saidColonel “Wasta”Rasool, the
commander of peshmerga forces on
Kurdish frontlines just north of Bashir.
“They were innocent civilians.”
While Isis has drawnmuch grudging

attention for its slick online presence,
the ugly reality on the ground of north-
ern Iraq is vulnerable Shia communi-
ties suchasBashir being targetedby the
militants in their pursuit of sectarian
war.
AroundBaghdad, the cycle of sectar-

ian killing of Sunnis is also surging.
Fifty deadmen, blindfolded and shot in
the head or chest, were found together
on wasteground south of Baghdad yes-
terday. The bodies were on waste-

ground in a Shia area near the town of
Hillah and were assumed to be the vic-
tims of Shia militias. A Sunni enclave
lies north of the town and two bombs
exploded nearby in the Shia dominated
town of Mahaweel on Wedneday,
killing two and injuring seven.
Of the missing civilians in Bashir, 17

bodies have so far been returned by
other Sunni tribes in the area. The
bodies included Masouma Kasim, 13,
andher 10-year-old sisterNarjis.All the
victims had been shot in the back of the
head. Several, including the sisters,
showed signs of having been beaten
with some sort of flex or wire, said
MajorGeneralTurhanAbdulRahman,
the police commander for Kirkuk.
Others missing include the dead

girls’ mother Zara and two sons,
Mohammad-Amin, 14, and Ali 3,
according to Kurdish officials. Two
elderly men and three sisters in their
30s are also among the missing.
Senior Kurdish security officials

report allegations of similarmurders of
civilians from two other villages —
both ethnic Turkmen Shia villages in
Sunni dominated areas south of the
Kurdish frontlines.
There were compelling accounts of

more than two dozen killed in Brawaw-
chli village near Tuz and 15 to 17 killed
in Karanaz, said General Rahman.
A Turkmen Shia town named

Amerli, meanwhile, has been holding
Isis fighters at bay for 20 days but has
run out of food.
Major-General Rahman said that

photographs from Bashir, clearly
designed to instil terror, had since been
postedon the internet pageof Isis in the
Kirkuk region. One shows the corpses
of Masouma and Narjis hung from
ropes against a wall.
Another series of horrendous pic-

tures shows a young man, the son of a
local government health ministry offi-
cial namedDoctor Hassan, tied up and
then being beheaded with a knife by a
burly Isis fighter in a baseball cap.
A number of people who hid as

Bashir village was overrun managed to
escape in the subsequent 48 hours.
Among them were three brothers —
Ismael Mohamad Mardan, Akheel
Mohammad, and Abdul Moin.
They said that after the initial inva-

sion bymenwho spoke foreign langua-
ges, a large number of Iraqis arrived,
someofwhomthey recognisedasbeing
from local Sunni villages.
Bashir was then comprehensively

looted, according to several accounts. “I
saw them taking sheep away and driv-
ing away vehicles,” said Abu Yashar,
who spent two nights hiding in bushes
before escaping along a dry river bed. “I
was hearing shots fired every once in a
while,” he added.
Local community leaders alleged

that the Sunni tribes in the area were
complicitwith Isismilitants. “They take
places like Bashir and give it to their
dogs among the Sunnis,” said Haji Abu
Jaffar. “They take what they want and
watch the area for them.”
The local leaders said that Bashirwas

a village rich in landswhichhad seen its
Shia population expelled by the gov-
ernment under Saddam Hussein in
1986 for alleged ties to the then banned
Dawa Shia political party.
After the 2003 invasion, the Shia

Turkmen were helped to return by the
Shia-dominated government of the
prime minister, Nouri al-Maliki, the
leader of the Dawa party.
The population of Bashir, about

7,000 strong, is nowmarooned inKurd-
ish held territory and contemplating a
bleak future.
“If theyhadanyrespect forhumanity

they would say get the women and
children out and let’s fight,” said Alim
Dar, a resident of the town.
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Aleppo rebels surrounded by Assad and Isis advance
Sheikh Najjar for two reasons,” said
Modar Najjare, a local commander of
the Islamic Front, the most powerful
rebel alliance in Aleppo. “Our battles
with Isis consume hundreds of fighters,
whileweare fighting the fiercest battles
with the regime in SheikhNajjar.What
happened in Iraq has greatly affected
us in our war with Isis in Syria.”
Residents in the rebel held areas of

the city have been left battered and dis-
pirited following a months-long barrel
bombing campaign that has left much
of the city in ruins. Many have left to
seek sanctuary in towns and villages
near the Turkish border.
Those who have remained struggle

to survive in a citywhere electricity and
water supplies are frequently cut and
schools have been closed for fear of
being hit during regime bombing raids.

Yesterday an entire family was killed
by a barrel bomb that hit the city’s
Ansari neighbourhood. The blast also
took out the area’s sole generator, leav-
ing the district in darkness.
“We will stay steadfast and will not

leave our homes and flee out of the
city,” said Adnan, an Ansari resident.

“Today the barrel bomb kills our light
but we will buy a new generator and
continue our lives.”
However, opposition activists who

have remained in the city say they now
fear that areas still under rebel control
may be subjected to the “siege and
starve” tactic that the regime has em-
ployed in Homs and areas of
Damascus. The old city of Homs, con-
sidered by many to be the cradle of the
armed revolution, fell to the regime in
May following a siege that lasted for
over a year.
“The regime forces are targeting

everything, even public transport,” said
an activist who gave his name asOmar.
“Theyare trying topushpeople to leave
the city or put pressure on them to
accept a ‘reconciliation’, as has hap-
pened in other areas.” Despite Presi-

dent Obama’s promise to provide
sophisticated weapons to Syria’s mod-
erate opposition, few people in Aleppo
have any hopes that the assistance they
have been seeking for two years will
appear in time to stop their defeat in the
city.
“After what happened in Iraq, and

our loss of the industrial centre in
Aleppo, and the destruction of 70 per
cent of the city by explosive barrel
bombs, we can no longer do anything,”
said Hashem, a military commander in
theHazemMovement, part of the Free
Syrian Army.
“We are now fighting themost dicta-

torial regime in the world and themost
militant organisation in the world, and
no one from the international commu-
nity is helping us. Aleppo is dying
slowly.”
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Isis rebels attack the tomb of Prophet
Jonah in Mosul with sledgehammers

Rebel commanders in Syria’s second
city,Aleppo, say theyareon thebrinkof
being driven out after advances by gov-
ernment troops and Sunni Muslim ex-
tremists over the past week.
Government forces have retaken the

Aleppo district of Sheikh Najjar, an
industrial centre, which has been ran-
sacked and partly destroyed.
Fighters from the Islamic State of

Iraq and al-Sham (Isis) have gained
ground in villages to the north of
Aleppo, using what many fighters sus-
pect to be weapons brought back from
Iraq.
The rebel held area of the city is now

almost entirely encircled. “We lost
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